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of the war settlement, and they promised to win her release.
Yet Germany for some further time was not converted to
National Socialism. Even at the elections held in November,
1932, the Nazi vote dropped. No one then anticipated
trouble, but by a political intrigue, the old and failing
President Hindenburg was induced to make Hitler Chan-
cellor of the Republic.

He had only 196 followers in the Reichstag out of a total
of 584 members. Fresh elections were due to be held in The
March, 1933. In February the Reichstag1 was burnt down,
and at once the Nazis declared that this was the work of
Communists. This was the signal for a coup d'etat. All
Communist deputies were promptly arrested, and hundreds
of people all through Germany were imprisoned on the
Chancellor's orders. But even then at the elections the
Nazis held only 288 seats out of 647. They used their
power of intimidation, and passed a Bill abolishing par-
liamentary government and giving dictatorial powers to the
Nazi Party and its leader (March, 1933).

From that moment Germany fell under the absolute rule
of Hitler. His opponents were utterly suppressed, perse-
cution of the Jews followed, and the doctrine of " racial
superiority " was proclaimed.

We may trace the subsequent development of German
policy to that doctrine, fully set forth, together with all it
means, in Hitler's book, Mein Kampf (My fight). Briefly,
Hitler there laid down his programme: (1) All people of
German race must be united into " Great Germany ". (2)
Further territory must be acquired for the " support of the
people ". (3) World-power must be attained. In order
to win his nation over to that policy, the bitterness over
Versailles must be inflamed, so that the nation would
acquiesce in rearmament.2

1 The Parliament House of the Republic.

1" What a use could be made of the Treaty of Versailles! . . . How each
one of these points could be branded into this people till a cry was wrung from
it * we will re-arm 1*."